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6TH MISSIONS TRIP TO MYANMAR 5-10 DEC 2018
On 5 Dec, the Singapore team set off for Myanmar on the 6th missions trip that ended up
being very fruitful and enriching. The team of six was made up of Elder Peter Ong, Dn Hong
Che Hwee, Sister Chiang Mui Leng, Sister Anya Ng and Brother Ng Thiam Koon from
Maranatha BPC, and Sister Anne Lee from Life BPC. The program included
1. Two teaching sessions at Biblical Reformed Seminary
2. Two children’s ministry
3. One home visitation and
4. Two worship services at Biblical Reformed Seminary and Immanuel Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
5. Visit to local attraction for shopping
5 Dec, Wednesday
The team took the morning flight, transited at Mandalay, and arrived at Yangon in the
afternoon. We were warmly received by Rev Salai and church members at the airport. By
the time we checked in hotel, it was late afternoon. We had our first local meal of 6 dishes
that cost only about $14.00 for the six of us. Thereafter, we shopped at a supermarket for
some goody bag items before retiring for the day.
6 Dec, Thursday
On the second day, we began the day with morning devotion by brother Thiam Koon at the
Seminary with about 60, including students of Biblical Reformed Seminary, missionaries and
church members.
After the morning devotion, Elder Peter conducted lesson on the Holy Spirit. Notes translated
into the local language were distributed to the participants. At the end of the teaching,
questions were asked regarding the Holy Spirit, and which took the whole lesson past 1pm.
All in, the class sat through more than three hours of hearing God’s words. We brought along
some Christian books contributed by members and from the church resource ministry, and
gave them to Rev David Khobal, principal of the Seminary.
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We had packed chicken rice at the Seminary which cost $1.60, with real kampong chicken
meat and lots of rice. After lunch, the team headed for the famous Scott’s Market or
(Bogyoke Aung San market), while sister Mui Leng went to the orphanage to check on the
medical supplies. Bogyoke market is in Yangon city, about 12km from our hotel. Over the
years, it has taken us longer and longer travel time due to heavy traffic congestion. This time
it took us one and a half hour to reach there, likewise it took longer time to reach the
Seminary from hotel compared to previous years.
At night, the team decided to explore further, and walked 550m on the dimly lit road with
heavy traffic to Wyne hotel to check on the room rate and meals. We ended at a packed
restaurant further down the road having Mala hot pot for dinner.
7 Dec, Friday
On the third day, it was full day Vacation Bible
School (VBS) with the children of Immanuel
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. Running
concurrent with the morning VBS, Sister Anne
Lee taught more than thirty ladies on the topic
of prayer, with discussion and the class split
into groups and prayed. Something
unexpected happened this day, that is, Sister
Anne Lee felt unwell, weak and vomited a few
times. However, she pressed on with the
lesson and completed it, with Sister Mui Leng on standby beside her to help if needed. We
thank God for sustaining her. She was later sent to the hospital where she received an
injection for her condition. The following day, she rested at the hotel and recovered
subsequently.
For the VBS class, 14 children from the church attended the
class. Some could not take leave, as they were having class
tests. Unlike Singapore, it is not the school holiday for the
children. We had bible lesson conducted by Dn Che Hwee,
singing led by Sister Mui Leng and games and craft by Sister
Anya. The theme for the lesson is ‘Joy to the World’ with
lesson on Isaiah’s prophecies where God asked Isaiah to warn
the people they were going to be punished for their sin, and
they needed to turn to God to be saved. God told Isaiah that a
mighty rescuer called a Savior would come to save the world.
Although it was a full day VBS, the children had an enjoyable time of
learning the meaning of Christmas. They also made two cards with
messages of thanks for their friends and parents, and received
goody bags at the end of the day.
After the VBS, Rev Salai brought some of us to see a piece of land. He said that instead of
renting the existing church for 3 hours every Sunday, the church had raised sufficient fund to
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buy the land from a military personnel. This land has been there for
about a year already as they are raising fund for the next stage of
building, which is estimated at $130,000. He requested prayer for
support and construction.
8 Dec, Saturday
The team accomplished four things on Saturday by the grace of god – outing to a Park,
visiting a local wholesale supermarket to buy shoes, VBS at the orphanage and visited a
home in the night.
This is the
third time we
set aside half
a day to
bring the
children out of their home and had
lunch outside after we learnt three
years ago, that they never had the
opportunity for an outing and a meal
outside, cost being one main constraint. This time all of us went
to a very big park, known as People’s Park, with garden and
ponds, playground, amusement park, and waterpark with many pools and water features.
The children spent about three hours in this park and had lunch there as well. Thank God
also for Rev Salai and his team who helped in coordinating the transport, food and identifying
a suitable place for the outing for the 65 children. He always tried to find the lowest costs and
managed to reduce the bus fees from about $280 to $150 for two buses, went out to buy
drinks costing half the price than in the park.
After lunch, we proceeded to a
wholesale market to buy shoes for each
of the children. Can you imagine the
scene of 65 children crowding and
choking the shoes section choosing
their favorite pair of shoes, thanks to
one brother who made this possible with
his contribution, and brought joy not
only to the children, but the adults like us during this season of giving and of love. Again, Rev
Salai and his team went few places first before finally settled for this place that sold
reasonably priced shoes and stocked sufficient variety.
It was late afternoon when we finally reached the
orphanage. We had singing, bible lesson, and one craft
and ended everything past 6pm. It was dark by then due
to shorter daylight in December.
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After the orphanage, we were on the way to a home. At one
stage, we had to get down the bus, as there was insufficient
clearance between ground and van as it went onto a bridge.
It was an experience to walk in the darkness of the village
road, no street lamp, except lights from our phones to lit the
puddles of water, and to avoid them. At the house, some 30
people, more than half children, were already waiting on the
track road to greet each one of us with handshakes. The
small house could not accommodate all and some adults
stayed outside on the road just about 1 metre away. Maybe
it should not even be called a house, as there was no door,
no window, except bamboo poles and rattan stacked criss-crossed in a haphazard manner
with one small florescent light hanging from one pole. I could not make out other part of this
small unit, as it was very dark. Nevertheless, the gospel message was shared by Sister Mui
Leng and Dn Che Hwee, some were non-Christians from the neighbor. One elderly later
came forward to ask to pray for her health and another also asked for prayer for not able to
eat recently. Rev Salai prayed for both. The host thanked us for visiting. In my heart I
thanked God for bringing us there to see the destitute but simple in faith. God gave some of
us more possession and some less to test and strengthen our faith, by giving us the
opportunity to show compassion and mercy, to give and to offer our service, and to give glory
to our sovereign God. There is nothing much we could do about their physical condition, but
we can bring light into their lives, to light up their lives with the joy of Christmas, with the word
of God and strengthen in hope for a beautiful place in heaven. The day ended late at night
but it was well spent.
9 Dec, Sunday
On the Sabbath, we attended two services, one at the Seminary and the other at IEPC, Rev
Salai’s church. Most of us would have already completed our
assigned roles and ready to receive the much needed rest and
spiritual food. Elder Peter Ong, however, had an important task of
delivering God’s message at the two services, at the request of the
pastor. Unfortunately, he was sick and his face was pale. We
thanked God for giving him strength to press on, and he delivered a
clear message on ‘The Lesson of Uzza’ from 1 Chronicles 13 and
15. Uzza was killed by God because he put his hand to the ark
trying to hold the ark from falling. God was angry and killed him
because he did not do things the right way, according to what God has commanded. The
lesson for us is that we must know God, know his words, do things according to what he has
instructed, not our own ways, then God would be pleased with us. During the service, Sister
Anne Lee gave a testimony of her salvation and the team presented an item “Jesus Saves”.
The day ended with dinner hosted by the church. Rev Salai and Rev David separately
expressed their gratitude and mentioned that the church were encouraged by the presence of
the team in co-labouring together for the Lord’s work, and hope that the Singapore team and
more people could come again the following year.
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We thank our great God for calling us into the common
faith in Christ, to set foot into missions field, so that we
can labour in whichever way we can in the land of
Myanmar, for the edification of the saints, for salvation
of souls, for the glory of God. We thank our host for
their hospitality and warmth fellowship. We thank every
member for the effort put in to prepare for their
respective roles, and not easily give up amid the
weakness and infirmities of their bodies, for when I am weak, then am I strong (2Cor 12:10).
We thank the support from those in Singapore who though not able to go, contributed in
physical needs, in love and in prayers.
We thank brethren who sent this message “ . . How beautiful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things” Rom 10:15. May this be an
encouragement for all, to share the gospel and bring good news to all, whether it be local or in
a foreign land.
Brother Ng Thiam Koon
+++++++++++

REFLECTIONS ON MY MYANMAR MISSION TRIP
5th – 10th December 2018 by Anne Lee (from Life BP Church)
I was the last minute addition and the last one to join the 5-member mission team from
Maranatha BPC. During the latter half of this year, I was on the lookout to join a mission
outreach during the school holiday period. Most of the missions in Life BPC are during term
time and even those which are carried out during school holidays seem to ‘clash’ with my
schedule. So when I saw this in the MBPC bulletin on my last visit during their 28th church
anniversary, the timing and duration of the trip was just ‘right’, I jumped at this opportunity and
decided to commit myself to join the team. It turned out to be one of the most memorable
mission trips in my life.
In the first place, this was my first
time to Myanmar and also I have
never shared or taught in any
adult women’s ministry before.
This task seemed quite daunting
to me initially, especially since I
was told that there would be 25 to
30 women present! However, I
decided to just trust the Lord to enable me to do it for His glory.
Indeed it turned out that it was only through His sustaining
grace and mercy that I was able to complete the first half of my sharing on ‘Prayer’ before
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nausea and vomiting overwhelmed me and I had to go and lie down for a while. I was too weak
to continue, having thrown up earlier in the van on the way with the other team members to the
Seminary. Thank God sister Mui Leng was able to help complete the second half of the session.
I had to get an injection from the doctor in their local hospital to stop my frequent retching even
though there was no food or water left in me to throw up. It was a horrendous experience for
me. But the Lord was in control and thank God the medication stabilised my condition quite
soon after, and I was able to take some light porridge before I became too de-hydated. I could
not join the team the next day when they went on the outing with the orphans, had VBS at the
orphanage and a home visitation to share the gospel message. Praise the Lord I was able to
join them on the last Lord’s Day for worship at both church services and I shared my testimony
at the second service.
In conclusion, even though 4 out of 6 team members caught the flu bug and 1 of us had
diarrhoea during the trip, the Lord really sustained us all through despite our infirmities, thanks
to the persevering prayers of the saints back home in Singapore. The warm and kind hospitality
of the Myanmese brethren there and their simple but vibrant Christian faith (a minority in the
face of the Buddhist majority) has left a deep impression on me. Whether young or not so young,
the Myanmar brethren would sing their worship songs with conviction and gusto. I am praying
that God will continue to bless the faithful witness of the local pastors and church workers there,
may our Myanmese brethren continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

++++++++++

Testimony from Anya Ng
First of all, I would like to thank God for giving me this opportunity to go to Myanmar to do His
work. When I went there, I realized how I often took things for granted and was ungrateful,
unlike the less fortunate people in Myanmar who cherished what they had and did not complain.
I taught craft to the children from the orphanage and Rev Salai’s
church. I was pleased that they were attentive and fast learners.
I only had to explain the instructions once and they knew what
to do.
When I went to the orphanage, I was surprised to find out that
there was no electrical supply in the toilet. It was dark in the
toilet, which was small and had no flush. Their beds were
simply a layer of cloth, probably on wood. It did not look comfortable at all.
When I went for the home visitation, I saw how the houses looked like for the less fortunate
people. It was very small and at night, there was barely any light at all. I knew then how
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fortunate I was. This trip was an eye opener for me. I have certainly
learnt a lot and would encourage more to go. I enjoyed the trip, mainly
because of the people I was with – God’s people – and because I grew
stronger in my faith. I could understand the lessons that we taught and
learnt a lot from them. I would definitely want to go for the Myanmar
Missions trip again.
+++++++++
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Theme for the Quarter :
LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IN THE WORLD
(The Study of the Epistle of James)
English Worship Service :
Mr Joel Seah
speaks on
Biblical Ways to a Righteous Man
(Scripture Text : Psalm 92; Responsive Reading : 1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

[End of MM]
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